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Introduction
Stephanids have been part of the scientific literature for more than 200 years. Although the family is relatively small and has been studied by more than 150 authors, their relationships to other Hymenoptera, as well as their supra-specific classification, remain problematic. The taxonomic confusion in which this family has been immersed results, at least in part, from the fact that stephanids are not easily collected by traditional methods and are generally considered to be rare or extremely rare. This rarity has been used to justify proposals for new taxa based on single specimens. As a result, nearly 95% of all stephanid species were described from singletons. Another problem for stephanid classification is that these wasps exhibit a rich, but often continuous morphological variation.
For nearly a century and a half stephanids were classified with other, distantly related wasp clades (families), mostly because of their external similarity with some Ichneumonoidea. The first classification effort was that of Zschach (1788), who placed stephanids within Ichneumonidae. They were later transferred to Braconidae by Fabricius (1804), and then placed among the Evanioidea by Jurine (1807). Leach (1815) was the first author to propose a separate family for these wasps, placing the single stephanid species in "Stephanida," which also included the genus Xorides (Ichneumonidae). Stephanida was classified within Ichneumonoidea.
The name Stephanidae was first used by Haliday (1839), but the notion that stephanids were somehow related to Ichneumonoidea persisted (e.g., Townes, 1949; Carlson, 1979; De Santis, 1967 , 1980 , being convincingly dismissed only after phylogenetic investigation (Rasnitsyn, 1980; Sharkey & Wahl, 1992) . Stephanids are now classified in a separate superfamily, the Stephanoidea, originally proposed by Benoit (1949) but first correctly delimited by Rasnitsyn (1969) , who excluded the "Stenophasmidae" (= Braconidae) from the superfamily.
All known stephanids develop as solitary idiobiont ectoparasitoids of wood boring insect larvae. Most host records are from Cerambycidae and Buprestidae, but there are records of stephanids attacking several other families of Coleoptera, as well as siricid wasp larvae and solitary bees. Indirect evidence suggests that host specificity is low, but unambiguous data on polyphagy are available only for two species: Schlettererius cinctipes and Stephanus serrator. For references and a summary of stephanid biology, the reader is referred to Aguiar (2004b Aguiar ( , 2005a .
